
Greetings Marines, 

 

As we enter the final quarter of the year we find that the Department of Mo. is making real 
progress toward our goals, and the goals of our Division and National Commands. 

Our current membership is 1500 Marines, Corpsmen and Associateõs; this is up 7.9% from the 
previous Quarter or 111 Members.   Delinquent members are currently at 12% while this 
shows real progress it still leaves a lot of room for improvement toward our goal of 8%.   
Please look carefully at the òmembership graphsó in this newsletter from the Jr.Vice, each of 
your Det. Commandants were given a copy of your Det. Graphs at the Dept. meeting, and the 
graph that Jr.Vice Tootle will post, will show the Dept. Progress, we are trending well over the past three years, but 
still have a wayõs to go. 

Our Detõs need to update their information on the National website, Adj. Fletchall has worked to identify the process 
needed for your Det. Web Sgt to update this information and it is important that you do so.  For many Detõs the Na-
tional website is the first contact with potential members, it is important for the information to be correct.  If you 
have any questions please contact Adj. Fletchall.  Also, a lot of new information has been posted on the Dept. website, 
if you use it most of our day to day questions will be answered. 

A few other issues we need to address as follows: 

ü Insure that ALL death notices are sent to our Dept. Chaplin ASAP       

ü All Eagle Scout Awards must be reported to Coordinator Janice Hartley 

ü Please insure all infirmed Marines in the VA and Nursing homes in your area of operation are remem-
bered on the Birthday, letõs leave no one behind 

ü The Central Quadrant (which includes Mo.) is due to host the 2013 National Convention, please   let me 
know if any Det. Is interested in taking on this challenge and I will provide more info. 

ü Reservations are now open for the 2011 Dept. meeting at the Lake of the Ozarks; information is on the 
Dept. Website.      

ü Any Det. That is hosting a Marine Corps Birthday and has room for other Marines please post your infor-
mation on the Dept. Website 
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We are planning on changing the Rifle Competition from an event at the Dept. Convention because: 

W Not all hosting Detachments have access to a supervised range 

W Doing this at the Dept. Convention takes away from the Growls 

By setting this up in conjunction with the Dept. meeting in March or September we can operate as a òPostal Qualifyingó 
event which will allow the winners to go forward and represent our Dept. at the Nationals. We really need a qualified 
Marine to step up and organize this process. Please contact me if you are willing and able.   

Finally, our Dept. has had a couple of very unfortunate incidents over the past two weeks that should not have hap-
pened. In one instance, a guest speaker at a Det. Meeting was running for political office, whether or not the speech this 
candidate gave was IN FACT partisan or political, it was perceived as such by one of the members. This member ignored 
the chain of command and went directly to the National HQ for resolution.  

 In the second instance, an article was published in a Det. Newsletter under the heading of òMY Opinionó. This article 
was totally inappropriate and was offensive to some members. We cannot under any circumstances allow this type of 
Editorial comment to take place in any of our communication as it brings a negative image to our League.    

Also keep in mind that under no circumstances should any paymaster reports or any financial records be posted on the 
web, and all minutes from meetings should be reviewed for only allowable information you want posted in the public 
domain.   All newsletters and information that are released to public domain must be reviewed and approved by the De-
tachment Commandant. If you are unsure if anything is inappropriate contact our PIO Fletchall at once for review.    

To me one of the most troubling things about these two incidents is the fact that in both the initial complaints went di-
rectly to National HQ.  The Det. and Dept. chain of command was not given an opportunity to address these issues, this 
indicates a lack of trust and confidence in our leadership, and is something we all need to address with our Marines. 

Please keep in mind that our 4 Dec. Department Meeting will take place at the Lake of the Ozarks Det.,in conjunction 
with the Christmas Karaoke and the gun show. Hotel rooms are available at the Grand Glaze Inn (573-348-4731) for a 
very reasonable $53 for those who would like to come early or stay late. 

Semper Fi,               

Dan 
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Department of Missouri  - Quarterly Newsletter is the official publication of  The Department of Missouri, Marine Corps 

League.   The opinions and comments that appear in this newsletter are received from a variety of sources and are not necessarily those of the 

Department of Missouri, Marine Corps League. 

We welcome your suggestions and encourage submissions of stories, and events which Detachment members statewide would enjoy reading. 

We also need your photographs of Detachment events as they document what we are doing in our communities.  

Reminder that the newsletter is being emailed upon completion. Along with being emailed, the newsletter can also be found on the Depart-

ment website: http://www.momcl.org/   The newsletter is a work in progress and we hope it allows you to be informed of Detachment happen-

ings from around the State of Missouri.  

Editorð Eddie Flores  Tel: (417) 883-1895 Email:ekflores@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:ekflores@sbcglobal.net


I was asked to 
report on sev-
eral National 
Staff Reports 
that were pre-
sented when I 
attended the 
National Con-
vention in 
Greensboro, 
NC and repre-

sented the Midwest Division on the Cre-
dentials committee. 
 
The National Insurance Advisor, Dick 
Brown, reported that in order to main-
tain our low loss ration history and keep 
our insurance premium as low as possi-
ble, it is more important than ever to use 
the event questionnaire posted on our 
National website and to forward them to 
the Rust Agency at least 45 days in ad-
vance of an event. 
-The Department and Divisions should 
 have these forms posted on their 
 websites so that they can be completed  
by a detachment with an upcoming event. 
This is available under òDocument  
Downloadsó on the Department of Mis 
souri web site. Mr. Brown also reminds  
us that Nationalõs is a third party policy so  
that we have no coverage for Sponsored  
events (only events in  which we partici 
pate) and we have no liquor liability or 
coverage for live ammunition shooting 
events. 

The National Homeless Veterans Chair, 
Leanna Dietrich, presented a report on 
several important pieces of legislation and 
new programs with regard to homeless 
veterans. 
-The US Labor Department announced in  
June grants to organizations that serve 
homeless female veterans and veterans 
with families. The Homeless Veterans 
Reintegration Program will provide job 
training, counseling and placement ser-
vices to help accelerate the transition of 
homeless veterans into meaningful em-
ployment. 
-In July, the Senate and House Appro-
priations Committees approved record 

funding for direct assistance programs includ-
ing family friendly housing for homeless veter-
ans on VA campuses and other supportive 
services for low income veterans and families. 
-HUD and the VA announced that the two 
agencies will invest a combined $15 million in 
5 selected communities near military installa-
tions to explore innovative early intervention 
to help prevent veteran homelessness among 
those service members returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan. These communities are lo-
cated in FL, TX, NY , WA and Camp Pendle-
ton, CA. 
-Also, there will be a òtrialó training and edu-
cation program providing a comprehensive 
array of career development services to eligi-
ble veterans ages 20 to 24 and is a fully 
funded, all expenses paid program free to the 
veterans. One such location will be at Excel-
sior Springs in Missouri. 
-Operation Stand Down events are being held 
all across the nation and provide services such 
as food, shelter, clothing, health screenings 
and VA/Social Security benefits counseling 
along with referrals for housing, employment 
and substance abuse centers. 

The National Executive Director, Michael 
Blum, reported that last August, the Board 
authorized National to move forward with the 
purchase and installation of a completely new 
membership database system. 
-National is making a major change in the data 
base programs to allow National to communi 
cate directly with the membership electroni 
cally and will allow the departments and de 
tachments to transmit dues and reports di 
rectly to National electronically so that we can  
eliminate the tons of paper currently being  
printed and mailed. This new program will  
address membership information manage 
ment, financial management, events/ 
registration management and inventory 
management and provide improved functional-
ity via the web. Eventually, Departments and 
Detachments will be able to pull membership 
reports directly from the web in an extremely 
secure environment. This program is in the 
testing phase so there is still work to be done 
before it is fully functional. As soon as the 
testing is done, there will be training to bring 
all of the Divisions, Departments and Detach-
ments on line. 

-Mr. Blum also reported that the Semper Fi 
Store is open and doing business. This is a 
òbricks and mortaró store that has begun to 
see an immediate increase in the purchase 
of merchandise from League members, Ma-
rine Veterans in the Washington DC area, 
Recruiters and their Poolees. 
-The Card and Label programs have seen a 
consistent increase in revenues and all 
members are encouraged to continue to sup-
port the League by paying something for 
the cards and labels mailed to them. 

-The Semper Fi magazine is a huge recruiting 
tool and gets our message out to the 
membership as well as the Marine Corps 
community. The magazine is mailed to every 
General Officer and Sergeant Major in the 
Corps, every member of Congress, every 
member of the Presidentõs cabinet and most 
Veterans Administration facilities around 
the country. 
-Mr. Blum testified at òfact finding hearingsó 
on Donõt Ask - Donõt Tell focusing on issues 
that the Department of Defense and the ser-
vices needed to resolve BEFORE they could 
address a change in policy. He felt his report 
was well received and he has had two 
follow-up contacts with the Department of 
Defense and one with the Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 
-In February, Mr. Blum participated in a 
Press Conference on Capitol Hill to kick off 
the grass roots effort to change the name of 
the Department of the Navy to the Depart-
ment of the Navy and the Marine Corps. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Teresa M. Terry 

Sr. Vice Commandant 

 

FROM THE DESK  OF THE SR. VICE COMMANDANT - TERESA M. T ERRY 

PAGE 3 Q UARTERLY NEWSLETTER 



D EPARTMENT  JR  V ICE COMMANDANT -M ARTIN  W T OOTLE  

PAGE 4  D EPARTMENT OF M ISSOURI 

Good Day Marines! The Department Commandant and Officers are again this year 
placing our focus on recruiting and retention. We have many simple tools available to 
ÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÍÁËÅ Á ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȢ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȣ 

We can use our Mentorship Program: It's not as intimidating as it seems. Simply pair 
up our new joins with Marines, focusing on those that are from their area who can help 
overcome any education and transportation issues. A little education goes a long way 
to building the quality of our membership. This is helpful considering some folks just 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÏÒ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ×Å ÏÐÅÒÁÔÅȢ /ÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÅÎȤ
couraged to participate in our various activities, they hopefully will feel their individual 
importance especially when they see the positive results of those we assist. 

5ÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅȡ -ÁÎÙ -ÁÒÉÎÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÑÕÉÃË ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ Á ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȢ 4ÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȣ ÈÏ× ÍÁÎÙ ÍÅÍȤ
bers do you have? Use every form of media and communication you have available to reach out, contact cards, 
carry more than one application, email, facebook, twitter, phone, letter, home visit, trip to the watering hole 
×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÉÔ ÔÁËÅÓȢ 4ÈÅÎ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÎÅ -ÁÒÉÎÅ ÁÓ Á ÎÅ× ÍÅÍÂÅÒȢ 9%3ȣ *534 /.% 
MARINE! If you do this simple thing, your membership will double in one year. If every new member brings 
ÉÎȣ *534 /.% -!2).%Ȧ ÔÈÅ ÐÙÒÁÍÉÄ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ×ÉÌÌ ËÉÃË ÉÎȢ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÄ ÍÙ $ÅÔ 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÔÉÍÅ ) ÂÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÎÅ× ÍÅÍÂÅÒȣ *534 /.% -!2).%Ȧ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÆÅÌÌÏ× -ÁÒÉÎÅÓ ÂÒÉÎÇÓ ÉÎȣ
9ÏÕ ÇÕÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÔȣ *534 /.% -!2).%Ȧ ÔÈÅÎ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÏ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÍÅȢ 7ÅÌÌȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÅÁÄÓ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÍÏÒÅ 
members to better him. A little friendly competition has netted 6 new members in just two months. If we get 
other Marines doing the same, the results will be a much larger force to be reckoned with. 

3Ï ÈÅÒÅ ÉÔ ÉÓȣ 2%!#( $/7.ȦȦȦȟ '2!" (/,$ȦȦȦ 4!!!!!22'%4ȦȦȦ 

) ÁÍ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ ÅÁÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ $ÅÖÉÌ $ÏÇÓ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ *534 /.% -!2).%Ȧ 4(!4ȭ3 )4ȣ *534 /.% 
MARINE! 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS 
 

Below is our snapshot status as a Department. Using the data provided you will note our slow but steady increase in mem-
bership our efforts battling delinquency are paying off. This is an on-going battle that demands our constant attention. I have provided 
similar charts for each Det to use in gauging your membership status. It will be updated with each quarterly National Roster. Keep up 
the good work! 

SEMPER FIDELIS! 
Martin Tootle  Jr. Vice Commandant 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  DEC 08 MAR 09 DEC 09 MAR 10 JUN 10 

PAID 1417 1409 1421 1466 1500 

UNPAID 222 233 230 183 180 

TOTALS 1639 1642 1651 1649 1680 

UNPAID % 15.67% 16.54% 16.19% 12.48% 12.00% 



To do research on filing your return, go to http://www.IRS.gov  under Charities and Non-profits.   A lot of answers can 
be found under Exempt Organizations FAQs.  I have sent an email with some information attached to each detach-
ment commandant. 

 PLM Audit and Interest Payment - Per Bylaw Section 646, please certify, as correct, your June 30, 2010 roster and re-
turn by December 31, 2010 to National Headquarters via the Department Paymaster.  Remember to have both the de-
tachment commandant and paymaster (or paymaster/adjutant) sign the certification.  I have already received the PLM 
audit from three detachments.  There is no reason to wait until the last minute to accomplish this task 

Semper Fi,    
Floyd Miller  

D EPARTMENT  PAYMASTER -FLOYD  M ILLER 

I want to start by thanking the 

Samuel F. Gearhart Detach-

ment for their hospitality on 

Friday evening prior to the Au-

gust Department meeting. 

 Also, thanks for arrang-

ing the lunch and the tour Sat-

urday following our meeting. 

The effort by your members, 

especially Allen and Dotty 

Sanning, made it a very enjoy-

able trip. 
 Last Spring each De-

tachment received copies of 

the proposed By-Law and Ad-

ministrative Procedures changes to 

be voted on at the 2010 National 

Convention of the Marine Corps 

League. In this issue of the news-

letter is a list of all that were ap-

proved. Each Detachment needs to 

review the By-laws of the Detach-

ment to insure they are in compli-

ance with the changes made to the 

National By-Laws as amended at 

the 2010 Convention. 
 If you have questions re-

garding this process please call me 

at 636.519.4014. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at 

the December Meeting at the 

Lake of the Ozarks  

Semper Fidelis, 

Jim Brooks 

 

 

 

D EPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATEɀ JIM  BROOKS 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÐÌÁÉÎȭÓ $ÅÓËɀ Joe McGrail 
 

Please remember in your prayers 

those families that have recently 

lost their loved one. We ask that 

they may find comfort in their daily 

activities and know their love one is 

watching over them.  
 

Bless the men in women defending 

our country in harms way, and keep 

them in your prayers that they may 

be safe and return safely to their 

families. . 

Be Safe and God Bless, 

Joe McGrail 

As the school year has started 

let us pray for all those children 

that are back in school and ask 

the Father to watch over them 

help them to work hard and be 

good citizens.  
 

As the holiday season ap-

proaches we ask the Father to 

watch over all families as they 

travel to and from their loved 

ones. 
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DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT-Brenda Fletchall 

As I stressed at staff meeting it is important for each detachment to update your web pages on the National website. Detach-
ment Commandants, it is up to you to make sure your web sergeants have access to your page. National receives over 3 mil-
lion hits a month; this is the easiest way for someone to find out about your detachment. Private sights are a good idea but 
keep in mind that part of your dues to National are used to host the website. Youõre paying for a tool, utilize it. 
The training material I covered has been posted on the Dept Website (thank you Steve Seyller for an outstanding job). If there 
are any questions, concerns or comments regarding this material please let me know. 
Also, if you were not at staff meeting and have not submitted a report please send it to me ASAP at bjfletchall@yahoo.com. 
Semper Fi, 
Brenda Fletchall 

Since the last newsletter there have been complaints made to National (anyone else see a 
problem here????) because detachments were not doing the right thing, or at least what 
members perceived as the right thing. 
1) Newsletters are not the place for one person to express their opinion. Personal agen-
das should not be a part of league business to begin with let alone published for the 
òworldó to see. The purpose of a newsletter is to get the word out about what the de-
tachment is doing, who needs help, and general information. 

2) Meetings, detachment functions or anytime league members are in attendance 
should not have a political overtone, period. We are not a political arena. Be mindful of 
who you invite to speak at meetings. Regardless of what they actually say it can easily 
be perceived as a political endeavor. If you are attending a political function, which 
you are certainly entitled to do, DO NOT wear your league cover or anything that IDõs 
you as a league member. Remember the lesson from Connecticut and DO NOT speak as 
a representative for the league. Last I checked there was only one Executive Director. 

****Please see the JAõs article in the last Dept Newsletter**** 
3) Step back to the òrootsó of what we are about. In my detachment newsletter this 
month I sought to remind my Marines of our basic purposes. Recall the oath you took. 
Here is an excerpt from my article: 
 

òOne thing that came up repeatedly in conversation was all these other ñsupposedò vet-

erans groups who are not what they claim to be. All I can say is that as Marines we are 

better than that. If you are going to talk the talk and walk the walk you better have the 

character to back it up. We are Marines; we do not treat each other or anyone else with 

less than the utmost respect. We do not lie to one another, or anyone else. If you recall 

when you took your oath to join the League you promised to ñnever knowingly wrong 

or injure or permit any member or members family to be wronged or injuredò and to 

ñgovern your conduct éin a manner becoming a decent and honorable personòé we 

cannot expect others to join us or donate to us if we are not living up to our own oath. 

Please take a moment to ensure that you can look yourself in the mirror at the end of 

the day and be proud of what you see there.ò 
 
Be very careful of the image you are presenting to the public. When in doubt ask some-
one. This is not a situation where it is better to ask forgiveness than get permission. 

DEPARTMENT PIO -Brenda Fletchall 



  

Division Vice Commandant  - Wendell Webb 

Marines, 

First, until I can get everyone's e-mail please pass this on to anyone I have omitted and pass 
on to your Department, Detachments and Auxiliary membership. I find the National and local 
web sites do not have correct information or lack of information. I will have a roster at the meet-
ing and will ask everyone for address, phone and e-mail address. I will have an agenda drafted 
soon for the meeting and will share with staff. I do not have good e-mail addresses... if you 
would, please forward good contact information to me so I can make direct contact . 

One of the changes, I would like to make is have a Department Commandant Council Friday 
night to give reports and have discussions on what is good and what is not working and ad-
dress issues we all face. This will help me serve you and write the Semper Fi articles. The next 
Semper Fi will have an article from Bryson and myself. Would like to do this before the auction. 
Training will be part of the business meeting.  

Department Commandant's - Please make sure the Officer Installation Reports for the Detach-
ments have their dues since this is the dues amount that goes on the Dues documents to the 
membership from National.  

Attached is the registration for the Midwest Division Fall Conference in Mankato MN, 29 - 31 
October 2010.  

Any Detachment wanting to host the 2011 Midwest Division Fall Conference please provide a 
formal bid at this conference. A reminder we will be going to Watertown SD for 2011 Spring 
Conference.  

One of the topics I will be discussing in Marine Week St. Louis in September 2011. We as the 
Midwest Division will be very involved in this activity.  

Up coming activities for me is the Modern Marine Expo at Quantico VA in September 2010. If 
any of you ever have the opportunity to visit this Expo please do, you will be amazed how the 
Utilities, 782 gear, weapons, communication equipment, motor pool, air wing and how young 
these Marines look...:-)  

Thanks for the opportunity for me to serve you for the next two years...  

My correct mailing address (national staff roster is wrong)  

6 Cradle Court  

O'Fallon, MO 63368-8232  

 

See you in Mankato...  

Semper Fidelis  

Wendell 
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Wow, where did the summer go? I can assure you that the Detachments in the Northeastern Re-
gion have been busy throughout the summer and weõre just getting started. Regretfully, the Gate-
way Detachment has had their charter pulled due to lack of participation, but weõre all going to 
work with them to get them back on track as soon as possible. Iõm sure each of the Detachment 
Commandants will describe all their upcoming events, but weõre all looking forward to the Pvt. 
George Phillips òboot campó breakfasts, South St. Louisõ booth at the Kirkwood Greentree Festi-
val, the St. Louis Detachmentõs fund raising BBQõs and more. Then again, weõre all looking for-
ward to the 3/24 Marine Corps Ball (6 November) and Toys for Tots Kick-Off events on 13 No-
vember. Is anyone going to join me for the run from Soldiers Memorial to the Arch and Rhinoõs 
Marine Corps Luncheon at the Hyatt Regency Downtown? Let me know if you need more details. 
Until our next Department meeting at Lake of the Ozarks in December, Happy Birthday Marines, 
be safe and take care of each other. And as always, 
 
Semper Fidelis, 
 
Russ Avery 
Vice Commandant, Northeast Region 

Marines, 

For the most part things are quiet in the Western Region. All detachments have been visited and all are prospering 
well. 
Congratulations to Simpson-Hoggatt # 984 for the National Jr. Vice Commandants award. Continue the out-
standing effort on membership! 
 
Tripoli #1356 continues to grow and is looking forward to their second year as part of the Dept of MO. 
Kansas City # 766 has faced some challenges this year with health issues among the officers. However, I am heart-
ened to see everyone pull together to get the job done. Hopefully these challenges are behind them. 
 
Northwest Mo # 180, well, what can I say about them. They face challenges daily with that wacky commandant of 
theirs but we just hold our breath and hope for the best. Unfortunately recent circumstances have made this the 
oldest detachment in the Department.                

Semper Fi,  

Brenda Fletchall 

VICE COMMANDANT, NORTHEASTERN REGION - Russ Avery 

VICE COMMANDANT, WESTERN REGION- Brenda Fletchall 
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Marines,  Not much to report from the Northwest corner. We continue to actively recruit and main-
tain the membership we have. We are also trying to figure out how to get our existing members who 
are not currently involved to take a more active role. My ideas thus far have been illegal so we have not 
utilized those. Iõm just joking, sorta. 

 Remember to have fun with this. The MCL is not rocket science; if you have fun others will 
see that and want to be a part of it. 
 I hope to see everyone at the Lake Ozark Det #1137 for the awesome òChristmas Karaokeó 
and the Gun& Knife Show. 
Semper Fi, 
Brenda Fletchall 

Northwest MO Det # 180 -  ST JOSEPH, MO  

St Charles County Detachment 725 -  ST PETERS, MO   
Marines, It has been a nice lazy summer with not much going on. We had one Color 
Guard Detail last July at the St Charles Lions Club Car Show at McNair Park, St Charles, 
MO. As the weather breaks we are gearing up again.    Our Detachment 
has two BBQ Fundraisers, one Sep 11th and then on Oct 09th. We are handling the Gate 
Security for the St Charles Oktoberfest, Sep 24-26 as well. 

 I am looking forward the Semper Fi Society of St Louis USMC Birthday Luncheon 
on November 13th. There are several Birthday Balls in the area and I also look forward to 
attending one or more of those. Our Toys for Tots drive is coming up soon and our Auxil-
iary along with helping in all our projects are also having a Veterans Day Fundraiser. 
 We lost a Dear Marine recently. Life Member, Marine Robert R Barcheck, August 
07, 1925 - August 14, 2010 passed away at 85. Robert was a Korean War Veteran and will 
be missed. If you look at our Newsletter you will see we have a few Marines now under the 
weather.  
 Please keep all our Marines and family of our Department in prayer. I ask you to 
keep our Nation in prayer as well and also for our Marines and family looking for work in 
these slow times. 
Semper Fi,                
Commandant 
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Det  725 Commandant    
Steven  Stuckmeyer and his 
wife Terri Stuckmeyer, 
President of the St Charles 
County Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary, enjoying 
dinner at the 2010 Dept 
Conference Banquet. 

Tripoli Marines Detachment #1356   - Joplin, MO 

The Tripoli Marines Care package drive is getting a great response from the SW 
MO & surrounding communities. We have currently packed and shipped approx 50 
boxes. We will continue to collect items for care packages & ship care them to our 
fellow Marines overseas to ensure they receive a little piece of home while they are 
abroad. We are also proud to announce that we will be holding our first annual Ma-
rine Corps Ball on November 6th, 2010 at 1900. This will be our first event as a de-
tachment and it should be an event that will bring us closer together. We are also 
proud to announce at the October meeting we swore in 3 new members which 
brings our total membership to 49.      
                              
Semper Fi, 
Joe Karr, Commandant 



 On 9 September 2010, at the Regular membership meeting, Commandant Ferrario awarded the Distinguished Citizen 
Silver Medal to five members of the JEFFCO Detachment. The medal is authorized to members receiving the Distinguished Citi-
zen Award from the Department of Missouri for their work with our Injured Marines. In March of this year six Marines of the 
JEFFCO Detachment, along with Marines from three other Detachments, provided food and beverage service to 75 participants 
at the Midwest Marine Foundation program for the entire week. The response from the Foundation was, the service was first 
class as one would expect Marines to perform, and would be hard to duplicate. 

 

Pictured below, from left to right, is the Commandant presenting the medals to William Marshall, Food Service Chairperson, 
Dennis Bible, Richard Schomaker, and William Lawson. Absent was Kurt Kipper who is recovering from surgery. Commandant 
Ferrario was also awarded the medal from Russ Avery, Vice Commandant Eastern Region, Department of Missouri, Marine 
Corps League.     

Richard Ferrario,       
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The Detachment was very active during the summer months. We assisted the George Phillips Detachment with their annual ceremony honor-
ing their namesake, a Medal of Honor recipient. Our Honor Guard led the 4th of July parade in Webster Groves. 
 
In September the Detachment will have a food and beverage Booth in the Green Tree Festival, which is September 17th thru 19. If you are at 
the Festival, drop by and say hello. Our street corner collection for the Toys for Tots will take place on November 26, 27 and December 4th. 
 
The Detachment Marine Corps Ball is on the Birthday, November 10th. It is expected to be a great time. If there is any interest, contact me for 
further information. We are also marching in the Veteranõs Parade, in the Downtown area on November 6th. 
 
We have picked up a few new members in the past couple months. We hope the trend continues. Two of the members are associates and 
aggressive in their desire to assist in any way they can. 
 
We have a new Judge Advocate due to the loss of Donald Zengerling. Marine John Danner is the new Judge Advocate. I am confident of his 
ability and dedication. 
 
Lastly, call upon our Detachment if it can assist you. 

Semper Fi 
 
Ron Landa 
Commandant 
Detachment 183 

South Saint Louis Detachment #183 



The Lake of the Ozarks Detachment has been active in numerous community activities over the 
past couple of months. We have provided the color guards for a flag retirement ceremony con-
ducted by the American Legion, flag folding demonstrations, and other opportunities to make our 
presence known in the community. We have a great group of Color guard/Honor guard mem-
bers who make time in their busy schedules for community activities. Our Color guard Com-
mander, Mike Procter, does a fabulous job organizing the events and keeping all of us on track. 
We held our 7

th
 Annual Golf Tournament and all of the participants had a great time. We invited 

all of the golfers to come to our headquarters building just a little way down the road from the 
golf course for a sit-down meal and we had the awards ceremony and the announcement of the 
raffle winners. We got a great number of comments on our headquarters facility of which we are 
quite proud. 
On August 17

th
, we dedicated our Headquarters Facility to the honor of one of our Charter mem-

bers. Lt. Col. Bill Godbey is a WWII and Korea fighter pilot who lead the way in obtaining dona-
tions that lead to the extensive remodeling of our facility to make it the fine place it is today. A 
large plaque featuring a photograph of Col. Godbey was mounted near the entrance to the build-
ing. I hope that you all take the opportunity to read it and appreciate what Col. Godbey has done 
for us when you attend the December 4

th
 Quarterly Department Conference being held at the 

Lake of the Ozarks Detachment headquarters. 
This will be a great day since we are also featuring the Christmas Karaoke contest that Saturday 
evening and our First Annual Gun Show will be in progress. Reservations for the Inn at Grand 
Glaize (where both of the latter events will be held) can be made by calling (573) 348-4731 and 
the special room rate of just $53 per night (plus taxes) will be honored on Friday night as well as 
Saturday so that all of you can arrive early and have a short drive in the morning to the Depart-
ment Conference. 
Our Detachment has been awarded the 2011 Department Convention and I sincerely hope to 
see all of you here. It will be held at Camden on the Lake, a fabulous luxury resort right on the 
water here at the Lake of the Ozarks. We encourage all of you to consider planning your vaca-
tions around the convention since the resort will honor the prices for at least two days before 
and two days after the conference. When a suite usually costs around $350 per night but you 
can get it for only $109 per night, it is worth the planning to take advantage of that opportunity. 
The deluxe rooms are only $89 per night and they really are deluxe! The conference dates are 
May 20, 21 and 22, 2011 and I assure you that this is not the Memorial Day weekend and will 
not interfere with all of your Memorial Day activities. I have been told that we already have reser-
vations being made for these dates so donôt be left behind! Contact the Camden on the Lake re-
sort for reservations at (573) 365-5620.          
 

Semper Fi! 
Teresa M. Terry     
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On Sept 25th, Det 993 

hosted the 2nd Annual 

Commandants Pistol Shoot 

which included a squad of 

shooters from the Lake  of 

the Ozarks Detachment.  

This Pistol Shoot is a three 

man team competition of  

Marine Corps League 

members. 

A good time was had by 

all as a team from the Lake 

of the Ozarks won the  

competition..  They have 

been placed on notice that 

this will not happen again 

next year!  Finding the pile 

of  bones left on the picnic 

tables, Iôm guessing every-

one enjoyed the BBQ Rib 

Lunch. We hope other de-

tachments will join us next 

year. 

To increase our visibility 

in the community, we are 

in the process of building a 

float for the Springfield 

Veteranôs Day Parade. 

This float will include 

members performing the 

flag raising on Iwo Jima.  

Wish us luck. 

Marines,  

On August 28th, Detach-

ment 993 and WPNS Co 

3/24 participated in Sem-

per Fi IV with the Spring-

field Cardinals. Our De-

tachment marched out first 

while the Marine Corps 

hymn played and the an-

nouncer quoted our mis-

sion statement.  With sev-

eral thousand people in the 

stands standing, clapping 

and cheering, this old Viet 

Nam Vet had a moment to 

remember.    The Marines 

from Weapons Co 3/24 

looked impressive as they 

marched out of the outfield 

gates and circled the field.  

We are happy to announce 

that the Ozarks Regional 

Young Marines opened 

Boot Camp with 16 hard 

chargers taking the  chal-

lenge.  

We encourage you to keep 

tabs on their training by 

checking their Facebook 

page.  

 

On Nov 13, we will be 

celebrating the Marine 

Corps Birthday at the Ma-

rine Corps Ball with 

Weapons Co 3/24.  After 

their time in Iraq, these 

Marines will be ready to 

party. 

Over this period, Marine 

and Life Member Joe 

Thurman passed away. 

Chaplain Ray Glynn did a 

wonderful job with the 

honors. We had 20 mem-

bers present and the Ma-

rines from WPNS Co 3/24 

were there to present the 

flag. Joeôs family was able 

to see why Joe loved the 

Corps and the League so 

much.   

I had mixed emotions as I 

said goodbye to a friend 

and fellow Marine and at 

the same time felt enor-

mous pride in our League 

members. 

 

  

Semper Fi,  

Bill Webb  

SW MISSOURI DET #993-SPRINGFIELD, MO   
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D EPT 

COMMANDANT  

D AN  FERRELL 

AND  

DETACHMENT  

COMMANDANT  

BILL W EBB 

DURING  THE 

INSTALLATION  

OF OFFICERS FOR 

DET 993 

Members of the Ozark Regional Young Marines participate in Boot Camp which ends on Oct 30, 2010. 



Detachment 725 Chaplain, Rick 
Smythe, next to one of his favorite 
cars at the Car Show. Rick was back 
up that day for the Color Guard.  

The St Charles County Det 725 Auxi-
lary Unit held a fund raiser on July 
4th/11th and raised $1000.00.  

The St Charles County Detach-
ment Color Guard at the St 
Charles County Lions Club Car 
Show, McNair Park. Pictured 
Left to right are Past Cmdt Jim 
Scott, Paymaster Bob Reed, 
Cmdt Steve Stuckmeyer & Sgt 
at Arms Wayne Schimmel. 

The Auxilary presented Crisis Nursury in 
St Charles with $500.00 and pictured 
here are some of our Auxiliary Members 
presenting $500.00 to the USO of MO at 
Lambert Field Airport, St Louis on July 
18th.  
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In services for Life Member Joe Thurman, members of Detachment 993 and I & I Staff from Weapons Co 
3/24 provided the honors for Joe who lived by the words Semper Fidelis. He will be missed.  


