
Greetings Marines, 

Our 2011 has started off with a bang! We have more happening at this time than at any time I 
can remember in my time in the League. We have major projects currently in the works or in 
an accelerated planning mode that are immense in both size and scope. 
.Marine Week 
.Professional Development Training 
.Dept. Postal shoot 
.Preparation for submitting a bid to host the 2013 National Convention 
.Roll out of the Welcome aboard Package 
.Preparation of the Dept. Convention 
.Startup of New Detachments 
Continued Focus on growing / retaining membership 
-ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÄÅÔÁÉÌ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ -ÁÒÉÎÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ Ȱ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÐÏÉÎÔȱ ÏÎ 
these operations. Suffice it to say that this year will be a very busy/fun time for our League and our Marines. 
. League Growth/Retention: This will continue to be a strong focus for our Dept. As of our last report in Dec., we are 
showing a decrease in our paid membership levels of 1.5% and our unpaid membership has increased by 2.4%. This 
reverses a two year long positive trend in both growth in membership and a reduction of delinquencies. I would ask 
that each Det. Commandant make this a focus of your Leadership to insure your Det. is part of the solution and not 
part of the problem. 
. Professional Development Training: As a Dept. we have executed pilot programs of our PDT and the feedback from 
both has been very positive. It will be up to the individual Det. to insure that the training is conducted for your cur-
rent or future officers. My suggestion to you is to work with the Detachments around you to bring your Marines for 
training together and execute the training. It is just as easy to train 25 as it is to train 5. We must keep track of those 
who have been trained as in the near future, it is likely that this training will be a criteria for running for Dept. Office.  
The names, membership #, and the date of training must be sent to the Dept. Adj. for recording. Our Dept. Adj. and 
Sen. Vice will touch on the training sessions they conducted and offer suggestions and lessons learned. Commandants,  
please remember that you are doing a disservice to your Marines if you do not insure that you and your officers are 
prepared to do your jobs. 
Ȣ 7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ !ÂÏÁÒÄ 0ÁÃËÁÇÅȡ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÄ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ !ÂÏÁÒÄȱ ÐÁÃËÁÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÅØÅȤ
ÃÕÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ $ÅÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔÓȢ )Ô ÉÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÎÅ× ÍÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÁÌÌÙ 
updated. 
.Department Convention: Our Dept. convention is set for 20-22 May at the Camden on the Lake property at the Lake 
of the Ozarks. All information is on the Dept. website- if you have not already made you reservation, I would suggest 
you do so at once as at the last count most of the suites we already booked. I feel strongly that you will find the prop-
erty and the hospitality OUTSTANDING! Some specifics about the convention: 
. Commandants Council will meet Fri. 20 May @ 1530 to present reports 
. The Rules of Order for Dept. of Mo. Convention will be in force 
Ȣ 4ÉÍÅ Ǫ 0ÌÁÃÅ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ 2ÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȭÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ "ÙÌÁ×Ó #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ #ÒÅÄÅÎÔÉÁÌȭÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÒÅÃȤ
tion of committee chairs. 
. All Detachments are encouraged to bring auction items 
. A program book will be available for any Det. or Pound to place an Ad. 
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER      SPRING 2011 

MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT ɂD EPARTMENT OF M ISSOURI  DAN  FERRELL 



The United States Marine Corps will partner with the City of St. Louis to bring Marine Week to the Gateway City, June 20-26, 
2011. The week-long celebration will showcase the unique characteristics of America's Corps through more than two dozen events 
where attendees can watch combat demonstrations; climb aboard aircraft and ground equipment, to include helicopters, the V-22 
Osprey and amphibious vehicles; and participate in community service projects alongside Marines.  

 Marine Week directly connects our Marines to the American public. St. Louisans will have the opportunity to hear Ma-
rines' first-hand stories of service and to talk to Marines about their day -to-day job responsibilities," said Colonel Bryan Salas, Di-
rector of Public Affairs, Headquarters Marine Corps. "The week also offers a unique opportunity for the Marines to demonstrate 
why the Corps is America's Expeditionary Force in Readiness. We invite everyone to meet us in St. Louis in June to celebrate the 
Corps' past, present and future.  

 As part of the week's events, attendees can take in the sights and sounds of the Silent Drill Platoon, Marine Corps Martial 
Arts Program, Marine Corps Band, All-Marine sports teams and military working dog teams. Marines will demonstrate extensive 
combat capabilities, including a Marine Air-Ground Task Force demonstration, highlighting the Marines' distinct ability to fight our 
country's battles in the air, on land and sea.  

 Free and open to the public, all Marine Week events will honor and recognize Marines, including home-town and Mis-
souri based, for their service and sacrifice. Currently, more than 2,300 active duty and re-serve Marines from Missouri are serving 
at home and overseas, including Marines participating in combat operations in Afghanistan.  

 The Marine Week schedule along with event locations will be announced at a later date. For more information about Ma-
rine Week, visit ww.Marines.mil/MarineWeek.  Interested in assisting with Marine Week, contact your Detachment Comman-
dant for details. 

 

 

MARINE WEEK ST LOUIS JUNE 20 -26  
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I want to thank all 
of you who made 
the effort to at-
tend the Profes-
sional Develop-
ment Seminars 
that have been put 
on in Jefferson 

City. We have a short session re-
maining until completion but that 
will be taken care of prior to the next 
Department Convention. 
  
The Department Adjutant has devel-
oped a new report format for each 
detachment to use at the quarterly 
conferences and the convention. 
Please check the department website 
for that document in a couple of dif-
ferent formats and be sure to use it at 
each future meeting. 
 

Speaking of the Department Conven-
tion, this yearõs event promises to be 
a great one as it is being hosted by the 
Lake of the Ozarks Detachment at 
the Camden on the Lake resort. If 

you have not yet made your reservations 
for the Convention, I recommend that 
you do so soon. You can call at 573-356-
5620 or go online to 
www.resortandyachtclub.com to take 
care of this. The dates are May 20, 21 and 
22 for the Department convention and 
the discounted room rate will be honored 
by the resort for several days before and 
after the convention so donõt miss out on 
the opportunity to have a family vacation 
at a greatly reduced cost. And, while we 
are on the topic of conventions, the Fall 
Midwest Division Conference will be 
hosted by the same detachment in the 
same location on October 21, 22 and 23 
and you can be making your reservations 
for that event at the same time. 
 I   

I want to encourage each detachment to 
take advantage of the òWelcome Aboardó 
packet that is used by a detachment in 
Iowa. I recommend that you use it as a 
template to develop your own new mem-
ber welcome packet and adapt it to your 
detachmentõs needs quickly so that each 
new member is comfortable with the op-

erations of the League and our Detach-
ment.     
     

One great way to get new members 
active is to include them in the detach-
mentõs activities - and not just the fund 
raisers. The first Tuesday of each month 
is fun and games night at the Lake of the 
Ozarks Detachment HQ and the drinks 
are at a reduced price. This is a great 
opportunity to get together with your 
fellow Leaguers and swap your war sto-
ries and for you new members to get to 
know your new comrades. In our de-
tachment, we take advantage of this 
great opportunity to get together to in-
formally visit about what is going well 
with the Detachment and what we see 
coming up in the future.  

 

Semper Fi, 

Teresa M. Terry 

FROM THE DESK  OF THE SR. VICE COMMANDANT - TERESA M. T ERRY 
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Department of Missouri  - Quarterly Newsletter is the official publication of  The Department of Missouri, Marine 

Corps League.   The opinions and comments that appear in this newsletter are received from a variety of sources and are not necessarily those 

of the Department of Missouri, Marine Corps League. 

We welcome your suggestions and encourage submissions of stories, and events which Detachment members statewide would enjoy reading. 

We also need your photographs of Detachment events as they document what we are doing in our communities.  

Reminder that the newsletter is being emailed upon completion. Along with being emailed, the newsletter can also be found on the Depart-

ment website: http://www.momcl.org/   The newsletter is a work in progress and we hope it allows you to be informed of Detachment happen-

ings from around the State of Missouri.  

Editorð Eddie Flores  Tel: (417) 883-1895 Email:ekflores@sbcglobal.net 

OPERATION MISSING BEER MUGS 

At the Department meeting on March 5th, I gave my car keys to someone to put a cardboard box into my car. Obviously I was-
n't descriptive about the make, model, and location of my car as the box was put into someone elseõs car. I hope this solves the 
mystery of how the box got into your Mercury. Sorry, the League Fairy Godmother did not swoop down and leave a present 
in your car. I would very much appreciate the person who mistakenly received the box calling me so that we can arrange for 
getting it back into my car. 

Thank you,  Lynda D. Hartwick, President,  Department of Missouri,  Marine Corps League Auxiliary 
573-365-9985 Hm    314-791-6633 Mobile 

http://www.resortandyachtclub.com/
mailto:ekflores@sbcglobal.net


D EPARTMENT  JR  V ICE COMMANDANT -M ARTIN  W T OOTLE  
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HOLDING YOUR OWN 
Good day Marines! The Department Commandant has initiated a supporting effort to our goal of 
increasing our Department growth. In my last article I suggested using the Welcome Aboard 
Package recently acquired. This is a really great tool to get our purpose out in the open. In sup-
port of our National Junior Vice Commandant the focus of this article is on education and com-
munication. 
Below is our status as a Department. Using the data provided you will note our membership has 
decreased by 23 in the last quarter. The decrease can be attributed to the unfortunate number of 
Marines weõve had attend their final role call coupled with those who have transferred out of 
state and a few who chose not to participate. This is our attrition rate and it appears to have been 
higher than our retention and growth rate for the quarter. 
Regardless of the reason the unknown and unexpected can always be counted on to create 
change. It is up to us to effect that change in a positive way. If youõre given lemons, you make 

lemonade. What am I getting at? It is the direct responsibility of each and every Marine to talk up the Marine Corps League 
and entice those Marines who most likely donõt know we exist. 

If you are wondering what to tell them, that is the easy part. Go on line to our website at momcl.org there you will 
find a link to the National website and you can download and read our bylaws and administrative procedures at your leisure. 
On the Dept website there is an abundance of downloadable information plus you can read what other Dets have posted. 
When you see the great things we have accomplished it is easy to brag a little. Get their attention, get them interested and get 
them to a meeting. 

A couple tactics I have tried and found to work is to throw down the gauntlet and challenge them. Every Marine 
loves a challenge! At a super bowl party I made a wager with a Marine. If my team wins he pays for his own membership, if 
his team won I paid for his first year. My team won, he paid up and he is still a member today. 

I had a fellow Marine come to the annual Dept Conference just to see what it was like, no strings attached.  After the 
auction (choice entertainment!) I offered to pay his first year as a trial. If he liked it he could renew for a lower price. He is 
still a member going on his third year. 

If we each did something like this with our 1665 members in less than one year we could double our membership to 
3330 for the low low price of your Detõs one time renewal dues! Of course not everyone will achieve that goal but we have 
those silver tongued devil dogs among us with recruiting skills who will make up for the delta. 

So go bring in a Marine to a meetingé I DOUBLE DEVIL DOG DARE YOU!!!!! 
Take care in your travels, Marines.  I look forward to seeing you and your new member at the conference in June. 

 
MEMBERSHIP STATUS 

The increase in unpaid members is not a direct reflection of your current status and efforts but a snapshot in time. 
We must gain ground against the attrition rate in order to realize our growth rate. Always moving forward we canõt let up. 

Exploit the target and seize the objective. I have provided the Detachment Commandants similar charts for each Det to use in 
gauging your membership status. It will be updated with each quarterly National Roster. Keep fighting the good fight! 

 
SEMPER FIDELIS! 

Martin Tootle  Jr. Vice Commandant 

 
 

 

 

 

 DEC 08 MAR 09 DEC 09 MAR 10 JUN 10 SEP 10 DEC 10 

PAID 1417 1409 1421 1466 1500 1474 1452 

UNPAID 222 233 230 183 180 208 213 

TOTALS  1639 1642 1651 1649 1680 1682 1665 

UNPAID 

% 13.54% 14.19% 13.93% 11.10% 10.71% 12.37% 12.79% 



With many of the Detachments electing and 
installing officers in the coming months, I want 
to remind you that the National By-Laws re-
quire each Detachment to appoint a Web 
Sargeant and list that member on the Report of 
Officer Installation.  

The current version is on the Department web-
site and on the CD distributed by the Depart-
ment Adjutant. 

These forms can be filled in prior to printing. 
This will improve the readability and thus the 

accuracy of the records at National. 

This is also a good time to obtain from National a cur-
rent copy of National By-Laws and Administrative Pro-
cedures for the Detachment Judge Advocate and Com-
mandant at a minimum.  
 
All Officers should be versed in the National, Depart-
ment and Detachment By-Laws. I encourage you to 
provide copies for all your officers. 
Semper Fidelis,               
Jim Brooks 

D EPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATEɀ JIM  BROOKS 

Department Paymaster-Floyd Miller 

Any member who wishes to transfer to another detachment is the one who starts the process. The 
òREQUEST FOR TRANSFERó form can be ordered from National. Their website 
(www.mcleague.com) has a SAMPLE copy under òOfficial Formsó. The member completes Part 1, 
the top portion of the form. The form is sent (or delivered) to the Losing Detachment. The Losing 
Detachment completes Part 2, the middle portion of the form. The Detachment Paymaster deter-
mines if that member is in good standing (paid up on their dues) or not. The Detachment Comman-
dant signs and dates the form. Four copies of the request will need to be made. The Original and 
two copies are sent to the Gaining Detachment; one copy is sent to the Department Paymaster as 
òInformationaló; one copy is kept for the Losing Detachmentõs records. The Gaining Detachment 
completes Part 3, the bottom portion. The Original and one copy of the Transfer form is sent to the 
Department Paymaster, along with a Transmittal form. The member will be listed on the Transmit-
tal with a Code of ôTõ. This does not have to be a separate Transmittal. The Transferred member can 
be listed with other transactions. One copy is kept for the Gaining Detachmentõs records. 

ASK THE PAYMASTER: 

Q: If a former member, having been delinquent and off of the National roster, requests to be re-
instated how is it noted on the transmittal? 

A: There should be two entries, N/COA(O) on first entry and COA(N) on the second entry, for a 
Reinstated member with a Change of Address. That counts as one N and one COA at the bottom. 

If a former member wants to keep their longevity (I have been told that the only thing that this ap-
plies to is the MCL Membership ribbon of five consecutive years), then they must pay a ôNõ fee for 
one year and ôRõ fee for each of the other years. If the longevity isnõt important to the member, 
then just re-instate them with one fee of ôNõ. 

 

Semper Fi, 

Floyd Miller  
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http://www.mcleague.com/
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&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÐÌÁÉÎȭÓ $ÅÓËɀ Joe McGrail 
Spring is here (at least we hope so.) As spring and summer time are right around the corner, I hope that each of 

you enjoy the great creations that The Lord has made. Stop and take a minute to slow down from your busy 

schedule to smell the flowers, enjoy the sun and listen to the birds. Pray for those men and women defending 

our great country. Keep them and their families safe.  
 

Please keep in your prayers those members we have lost over the last year and those that maybe sick or recov-

ering from illness or operations.  
 

Please make sure you have sent in all of your Death Notifications so that we have all the names for the Memo-

rial Service in May.                                   
 

 Joe  McGrail   

Reminder to all,  
 
Minutes from the March Staff meeting have been posted to the Dept website,                     
http://www.momcl.org/ .  Also on the website are Detachment newsletters.  Donõt see yours? 
Email a copy to Steve Seyller at e9marine75@yahoo.com and it will get posted.   

 

Are you interested in participating in the 2011 Dept of MO newsletter contest?  As we have only 
had one entry submitted, the deadline has been extended to Friday, April 8th.  

The information regarding the newsletter competition can be found on this Dept webpage:  

http://www.momcl.org/Department%20info/Pages/document_downloads.htm 
 

Entries are to be mailed to:  Eddie Flores, 2256 S Dollison, Springfield, MO 65807 

He can also be contacted at ekflores@sbcglobal.net or 417-883-1895 

 
Semper Fi, 
Brenda Fletchall 

DEPARTMENT PIO -Brenda Fletchall 

 

*ÕÓÔ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÒÅÉÔÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȣ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÂÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒ )ÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ 
(including Web Sgt), signed by the installing officer and forwarded to me in a timely manner. Any 
incomplete ROI's will be held until the information is obtained. Right along with this, make sure all 
member dues are current prior to elections. 
 

Semper Fi, 
Brenda Fletchall 
 

DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT -BRENDA FLETCHALL  



  

Division Vice Commandant  - Wendell Webb 

Marines,  

First, I want to welcome our newest Detachment in the Midwest Division, The 
Old Drum Detachment #1374, in Warrensburg, MO. The NVC, ADVC and De-
partment Commandant will present their Charter; do the Initiation of Mem-
bers and Installation of Officers on 2 April 2011.  

We continue to prepare for Marine Week in St. Louis, Missouri from 20 thru 26 
June 2011. Our next formal planning meeting is the week of 12-14 April in St. 
Louis.  We are selling tickets for the Cardinals ballgame to be held on Tuesday 
night 21 June 2011.  We will have 1000 active duty Marines in town and it would 
be nice for any of those Marines and their families get free tickets. We can get 
other tickets for the same price for League members. Remember all baseball 
ticket funds collected go to the Department Paymaster.   

You are seeing a lot of emphasis on Training classes and the Professional Devel-
opment Program. I am not exempt and have completed the course and expect 
the Midwest Division, Department, and Detachment Officers to be compliant 
by the end of this calendar year. All future officers should complete this train-
ing so you understand the roles and responsibilities of our leadership positions. 
We all have been elected or taken an appointed office only to find we did not 
understand the roles and responsibilities of that office. I can-
not guarantee any surprises but these development classes hit 
the 90% factor. If everything was perfect, we would not need 
Marines. 

I hope to see many of you at our Midwest Division Confer-
ence in Watertown, South Dakota the weekend of 8-10 April 
2011.  

Semper Fidelis, 

Wendell Webb 

National Vice Commandant 

Midwest Division, MCL 
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Since my last report in early December, the Marines of the Northeast Region did an outstanding job with 
this yearõs Toys for Tots campaign in conjunction with 3D Battalion, 24TH Marines. Commendable assis-
tance was given by the St. Charles, Pvt. George Phillips and South St. Louis Detachments; the JeffCo De-
tachment had their own campaign. Due to cutbacks from HQMC, the Leagueõs participation in the Toys for 
Tots program was welcomed and necessary. As previously mentioned, numerous members within the Re-
gion provided assistance, however, notable assistance was provided by Commandant Steve Stuckmeyer of 
the St. Charles Detachment and Jim Brooks of the Pvt. George Phillips Detachment for their outstanding 
efforts and dedication. The South St. Louis Detachment raised over $14,000 in donations for this yearõs 
campaign. 

 
In addition to gearing-up for Marine Week in June, Cabelaõs , at St. Louis Mills Mall, will be hosting a Mili-
tary Fair in April that will allow military branches and organizations, such as the Marine Corps League, 
VFW, American Legion and others to promote their organization; however, recruiting is not allowed. 
There are also several fund-raising events planned for the next several months as well. 
Semper Fidelis, 
 
Russ Avery 
Vice Commandant, Northeast Region 

 

The Western Region is proud to announce the newest addition to the Department, the Old Drum Detach-
ment #1374. This detachment is based in the Warrensburg area and is set to be Chartered on 2 April 
2011. 
Semper Fi,  

Brenda Fletchall 

VICE COMMANDANT, NORTHEASTERN REGION - Russ Avery 

VICE COMMANDANT, WESTERN REGION- Brenda Fletchall 
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Semper Fi, 
Al Fagon 

VICE COMMANDANT, SOUTHWEST REGION : Al Fagon 

VICE COMMANDANT, SOUTHEAST REGION : William Walker  

Semper Fi, 

William Walker  



  

MASON YARBROUGH DET  #1081ɂCape Girardeau , MO  
Semper Fi, 
 
Bob Francis 
Commandant 
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GREATER OZARK DET  #1184ɂWest Plains , MO  
Semper Fi, 
 
Carr Ward 
Commandant 

OLD DRUM DETACHMENT #1374, WARRENSBURG, MO 

We will be having our detachment Chartering Ceremony on April 2nd, 2011 in the Warrensburg American Legion Hall. 
The ceremony begins at 1500 sharp, and business dress is the uniform of the day. Family members are invited, but this 
will be otherwise closed to the public. The National Vice-Commandant and State Commandant will be in attendance. 

We will have a regular detachment meeting on Saturday April 16th at 0800, again at the American Legion Hall in War-
rensburg. I understand the Legion serves a mean breakfast for $5.00 per person, so hopefully all of you can attend. 
 

Semper Fi. 

Steve Moody,                        
Commandant- 

SAMUEL F. GEARHART Detachment #656ñJefferson City, MO 
At our March meeting, we elected our new officers, who will be installed at our April meeting. Also at that meeting, we presented a Certificate of Apprecia-
tion to Linda McAnany, the wife of our WWII Navy Chief, for her work in the community, military projects and our Detachment. At a previous meeting we 
presented George Lauer a Certificate of Appreciation for his work in supporting the troops. For the quarter, our Color Guard did three color guard details 
and five burial details; our Scout representative, Joe Grothoff, presented two Eagle Scout Awards; we provided our building for use by the Sea Cadets for 
their monthly meetings; and we hosted a òD.I. Nightó for the Poolies and their families, which really went over well. Our Activities Chairperson, Alan San-
ning, set up our dining out night. Each month we chose from those restaurants that supports our Detachment and met there for dinner. We also held a Pro 
Bowl, a Super Bowl, and a Daytona 500 party at our building. We have held two trivia nights and will have our first BBQ on March 26, for our fundraisers. 
Members of our VA Bingo teams received MCL Community Service awards from the Department Commandant during the December Department meeting. 
Our Jr. Vice, Scott Mayhew, has been actively contacting members on the delinquent list as well as the dropped list in order to retain members and reinstate 
old members. 
 
Semper Fi! 
Floyd Miller 
Commandant (elect) 



The February Simpson Hoggatt Detachment meeting featured our annual tribute to the  Iwo Jima veterans. 
Five of them spoke to us about their experiences at Iwo Jima and  the conclusions they had. Our March meeting 
featured a talk by a veteran of Guadalcanal. It was an emotional but inspirational affair. We had as our guests  
ten members of the Midwest Young Marines along with their parents and sponsors.  

Respectfully, Ken Spencer,  

Commandant Simpson Hoggatt Marine Corps League Detachment 

          

Semper Fi,  

David Reid, Commandant 

Simpson Hoggatt Det# 984 ɀ METRO KANSAS CITY, MO 

Kansas City, MO Det 776  

PAGE 10 D EPARTMENT OF M ISSOURI 

Mizzou Marines Det 828 ï Columbia, MO 
Semper Fi,  

COMMANDANT Cathy Griggs  

PVT G PHILLIPS Det 1214 ï Ballwin, MO 
          

Semper Fi,  

COMMANDANT  

Jack Bickerton 

ST LOUIS Det #184 ï Overland, MO 
          

Semper Fi,  

COMMANDANT  



  

 
The western corner of the state is very quiet this quarter. The detachment will be holding elections in April and 
we are due for an all-new slate of officers. 
 
Please keep all Marines and FMF Corpsmen in your thoughts and prayers but especially those who are stationed in 
and around Japan as they deal with the disaster there and all those in harms way. 

 
Semper Fi, 
Brenda Fletchall 

Northwest MO Det # 180 -  ST JOSEPH, MO  

St Charles County Detachment 725 -  ST PETERS, MO   
 
I think Spring may finally be hereé maybe! I sent out the flier for our first fundrais-
ing BBQ coming up soon as we received the three inches of òflurriesó on March 14th. 
We have several BBQõs set up this year. It will be really nice to work with the many 
Marines who will be deployed here for Marine Week in St. Louis during the month of 
June. I look forward to seeing everyone at the Department convention. Please keep all 
our Department Marines and Auxiliary in prayer. 
 
Senper Fi, 
 
Steve Stuckmeyer 
Commandant 
St Charles County Detachment 725 
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Det  725 Commandant    
Steven  Stuckmeyer and his 
wife, Terri Stuckmeyer, 
President of the St Charles 
County Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary, enjoying 
dinner at the 2010 Dept 
Conference Banquet. Tripoli Marines Detachment #1356   - Joplin, MO 

                        
Semper Fi, 
 
Lynden Lawwson 
Commandant 



The Marine Corps League Jeffco Detachment 707 has had a busy first quarter. We added three new Ma-
rines to our membership since January of this year, bringing our total up to 68, with another Marine ready to join 
next month. Our new members are Lee Hedrick, Steve Hedrick and Darrell Hedrick (yes, they are related) father, 
son and brother. Welcome aboard, Marines. 
 
Three scholarships were awarded to students at Jefferson College. The students are related to members of the Ma-
rine Corps League. The students are Seth Ries, Jeffory George and David Urban. Study hard and make us proud! 
 
Our Chaplain, John Martino, recently contacted Ms. Kerri Mange, the mother of triple amputee, Sergeant Justin 
McLoud who was injured while serving in Afghanistan. After the meeting, Ms. Mange asked if it would be possible 
to meet Ms. Julie Stanbrough (mother of Corporal Todd Nicely, a quadruple amputee.) Both men are from Jeffer-
son County. Arrangements were made for a luncheon meeting at Macaroni Grill in South County. It was a complete success and both mothers 
have developed a support group. 
In the true spirit of the Corps, an anonymous donor contributed the funds to Ms. Mange so that she could fly out to Balboa Hospital in Califor-
nia to see her son, Justin. 
 
On Saturday, April 16, our Detachment will be hosting a barbecue at Seckman High School for a High School Band Competition. In the tradi-

tion of the Corps, a squad from the Marine Corps Silent Drill Team will be performing. This is a must-attend event. 

Richard Ferrario,                        
Commandant            

 

JEFFCO DETACHMENT #707ɀ ARNOLD, MO  
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Our Detachment is in the mode for fundraising for Marine, Justin McLoud, wounded in Afghanistan by a land mine. Two of our 
associates, David McArthur and Darren Landa, are the co-chairpersons for that committee. The Detachment has already donated 
approximately fifteen hundred dollars to the mother of Justin McLoud, to afford her the opportunity of visiting him in the hospi-
tal. Further information will follow. 
 Marine Richard Sopp was voted Detachment Marine of the Year and Associate, David McArthur was voted the Associate 
of the Year. These two members are outstanding in everything they do and are deserving of this recogni-
tion. 
 We will be assisting our Ladies Auxiliary with their barbecues and pizza dinner at the Spinal Injury 
Unit at Jefferson Barracks Hospital. The Auxiliary does this each year and it brightens the day for those vet-
erans. 
 The Detachment is steadily gaining new members. Hopefully, that trend continues and we shrink 
our delinquent list. 
We wish everyone and their families a very safe and fun-filled spring and summer season. 
Ron Landa 
Commandant 

South Saint Louis Detachment #183 

SGT DARRELL S COLE  Detachment #1195ñWaynesville, MO 
 

Harold Rakop Jr 
Commandant 
 



The Lake of the Ozarks Detachment has been active in numerous community activities over the past couple of months. We have provided the 
color guard for a St. Patrickõs Day parade, a flag retirement ceremony conducted by the American Legion, flag folding demonstrations, and 
other opportunities to make our presence known in the community. We have a great group of Color Guard/Honor Guard members who 
make time in their busy schedules for community activities. Our Color Guard Commander, Mike Procter, does a fabulous job organizing the 
events and keeping all of us on track. 
We will be holding our 8th Annual Golf Tournament later this year and we are currently looking toward a fall date and we expect to have a 
great turnout again this year. Lat year we invited all the golfers to come to our headquarters building just a little way down the road from the 
golf course for a sit-down meal and we had the awards ceremony and the announcement of the raffle winners. This served a couple of pur-
poses: get golfers in the community familiar with our organization and show off our headquarters facility of which we are quite proud. 
One of the most important things that has recently come from our Department Jr. Vice Commandant was a òWelcome Aboardó packet that is 
used by a detachment in Iowa to be used as a template for us to develop our own New Member Welcome Packet. As always, we are actively 
seeking new members for our detachment and in the past few months we have added several very valuable new members, both Associate and 
Regular. We are in the process of adapting it to our detachmentõs needs quickly so that each new member is comfortable with the operations 
of the League and our Detachment. 
Our Detachment has been awarded the 2011 Department Convention and I sincerely hope to see all of you here. It will be held at Camden on 
the Lake, a fabulous luxury resort right on the water here at the Lake of the Ozarks. We encourage all of you to consider planning your vaca-
tions around the convention since the resort will honor the price for at least two days before and two days after the conference. When a suite 
usually costs around $350 per night but you can get it for only $109 per night, it is worth the planning to take advantage of that opportunity. 
The deluxe rooms are only $89 per night and they really are deluxe! The conference dates are May 20, 21 and 22, 2011 and I assure you that 
this is not Memorial Day weekend and will not interfere with your Memorial Day activities. I have been told that we already have reservations 
being made for these dates so donõt be left behind! Contact the Camden on the Lake resort for reservations at (573) 
365-5620                       

Semper Fi                   
Teresa      

LAKE OF THE OZARKS   DETACHMENT 1137 
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WARSAW LEATHERNECKS Detachment #1195ñWarsaw, MO 
The Change of Command at Warsaw is moving along slowly.  Old of age and full of Uncle Arthur our new Commandant is plugging along. 
We have been able to complete most of our main goals of supporting USA veterans local and overseas. We continue to make quarterly trips to 
the Veterans Home in Warrensburg, where we make donations in the form of reading materials, health care items and monetary donations. 

We have reserved emergency funds for veterans and members in need. We support other local units such as the Salvation Army and the 
American Legion with manpower and, when necessary, money.  

Our meeting is the 2nd Monday of each month at 1800 . Our Headquarters is located at 607 East Jefferson.  All are invited to attend if you are 
in the area.  

Semper Fi 

Dick Brouillette 
Commandant 

Warsaw Leathernecks Det. 1254 and Commandant Dick Brouillette (right), honored Bob 
Dewitt as their Marine of the Year for his exemplary dedication to his fellow Marines and 
Community. 

Bob is a charter member of the 1254 Detachment and has helped tremendously within our 
Detachment and outside in the Community to help make this a better world for Veterans, 
Children and those in need.   
 
Congratulations, Bob, for a job well done. 



Young Marines teaches service  - Written by Cory de Vera 

Springfield News-Leader article featured on 02-19-2011,  Photos by Nathan Papes 
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Unit Commander James Shaeffer looks his troops over head to toe. He looks for lint on their uni-
forms, creases in their collars. When he asks to see their brass, each one lifts his or her shirt, and 
Shaeffer examines that their belt buckle is arranged just right. But some of these soldier-lookalikes are 
pretty short. Some are as young as eight. "I almost can't see you under your cover," Shaeffer says to 
one, who stands a foot below him, face obscured by her cap. 

 

The Ozarks Regional Young Marines is a service group that promotes character, leadership and a drug
-free lifestyle among boys and girls ages 8 to 18. Shaeffer, who spent eight years in the Marines, char-
tered the group last year, guiding 14 through the first "boot camp" --a multi-weekend orientation --
last fall. At the boot camp, students learn about military ranks, formation and drills, and basic first aid. They also must 
pass a physical fitness test (which adult leaders will modify for kids who are doing their best). 

 

After boot camp, Young Marines meet a few times a month for physical fit-
ness and community service, or other activities. "We try to make it fun for 
them," said Shaeffer. "We've done Toys For Tots fundraising, and worked 
with Friends of the Garden" helping maintain gardens. The group is also pre-
paring for its first campout. 

Saturday, several Young Marines helped out at the Optimist Club Chili Sup-
per.  

 

 Sparta resident Pfc. Haley Peryer, 14, said she learned about the Young Ma-
rines at 13, when she and her mom visited with a Marine recruiter about her 
desire to join the military. 

 

Peryer hopes to one day be part of the military police, or specialize in defusing bombs. 

"Boot camp was fun," said Peryer. "We do a lot of exercises, and sometimes it's hard. He had us run three miles, and 
a lot of us didn't know we could do that." 

Shaeffer said Peryer has excelled at the program. "She gets in a competition all the time with me on (shining) her 
boots. She's trying to beat me. ... They (the group) like to go up against the old man quite a bit." 

Training Officer Dwayne Eckley, a retired Marine, said that although the group may attract kids interested in military 
life, kids who join Young Marines have no obligation to join the military when they get older. "We're not trying to 
make Marines, we're trying to make good citizens," he said. 

 

 

The Young Marines do physical training drills on 
Saturday. Unit Commander James Shaeffer char-
tered the service group last year and guided 14 
members though its first "boot camp" -- a multi-
weekend orientation  last fall.       
Nathan Papes / News-Leader 

Link to the original Springfield News-Leader story can be found here:  

http://www.news-leader.com/article/20110220/NEWS01/102200382/1006/OPINIONS/
Young-Marines-teaches-service?odyssey=mod_sectionstories 

http://www.news-leader.com/article/20110220/NEWS01/102200382/1006/OPINIONS/Young-Marines-teaches-service?odyssey=mod_sectionstories
http://www.news-leader.com/article/20110220/NEWS01/102200382/1006/OPINIONS/Young-Marines-teaches-service?odyssey=mod_sectionstories


 

 Mizzou Marines Host BINGO at Truman VA Medical Center  

In the March 24 Opinion Page of the Springfield News-Leader, a reader submitted the following note to the Roses and Thorns Section: 

A ROSE: To members to the Marine Corps League detachment #993 Memorial Team. On Feb 24, at the burial of Randy Williams, in 
Hazelwood Cemetery, these eight gentlemen resplendent in the blood stripe dress-blue uniforms, stood at order arms for a full 30 
minutes in a bitterly cold wind-driven rain, with no protection from the elements whatsoever, without moving a muscle except for the 
rifle salute. These gentleman were not young pups, the majority of them had a fair amount of òsnow on the roof.ó That is dedication! 
Semper Fi! 

Harvey Huxol, Springfield 

Original version can be found at the following Springfield News-Leader Link: 

http://www.news-leader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201103240257/OPINIONS/103240320 

. 
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On February 26 Mizzou Marines hosted the regular Saturday BINGO program at the Truman VA Medical Center. Cathy 
Griggs, Dannie Weddle, Richard Kiene and John Glynn, assisted by future Marines Chris Pyles and Joe OõBannon, Volun-
tary Service volunteers and Recreation Service staff served up cash prizes, bananas, cookies, soda and ice cream to about 40 
veterans from the Community Care Unit of the VA Medical Center. The Detachment had a fire team present when a squad 
was needed and we were fortunate to have help from the other hospital volunteers. Mizzou Marines donated Fifty dollars for 
the cash prizes. Food and soda was provided by both the medical center and Mizzou Marines. Weõll host again on Saturday, 
June 25, 2011. Mark your calendars now so the date doesnõt sneak up on you.  

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE YOUR DETACHMENT ATTA-BOYõS FEATURED IN THIE DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER?  
BE SURE TO  SEND THEM TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR AT EKFLORES@SBCGLOBAL.NET   

BE SURE TO INCLUDE PHOTOS IF THEY ARE AVAILABLE. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT AND NW MO DET 180 COMMANDANT, BRENDA 
FLETCHALL ON  OBTAINING HER BACHELORS DEGREE FROM MISSOURI WESTERN. 

3rd Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment War Memorial  

 

In dedication to the fallen Marines from the 3rd Battalion, 24th Marine Regi-
ment and their families, The Semper Fi Society of St Louis is raising funds to pur-
chase and complete a war memorial to be placed on the grounds of the Battalion 
Headquarters in St Louis, Missouri.  

In itõs nearly 70 year history, the Marines and Sailors from the 3rd Battalion, 24th 
Marine Regiment have served in all of our Nationõs engagements from World 
War II, the Korean War, Vietnam and Operations Desert Storm, Iraqi Freedom & 
Enduring Freedom. 

The war memorial will be dedicated prior to Marine Week St Louis 2011 and 
every fallen Marine and Sailor from 3/24 will be honored with a set of dog tags 
hung from the pistol grip of the memorial.  

3/24 consists of 1000+ Marines and Sailors in 5 units through the MidWest; Nash-
ville, TN, Terre Haute, IN, Johnson City, TN and Springfield, MO. 

To help raise money for the memorial, please contact us today. 



Marines, The last quarter  found Det #993 recharging their batteries in preparation for 

a busy Spring and Summer.   As noted in this newsletter,  the Ozark Regional Young 

Marines continue to impress the members of our community. With the resulting pub-

licity, 50 new recruits signed up for the Spring Boot Camp which begins April 1st.    

Preparations continue for our Installation of Officer Ceremony, Dinner  and Memorial 

Service to honor and remember our members and all Missouri Marines who passed 

over the past year.  We look forward to seeing how far the new officers can take this 

Detachment.   

On April 30, members of Det 993  will be assisting the Recruiting Station Springfield 

with their annual Poolee Camp Clark Weekend. During this event about 900 poolees 

from MO, AR, OK and KS will spend the weekend doing all things Marines in prepa-

ration for Boot Camp. On Saturday afternoon, we will be cooking burgers and dogs for 

all the poolees and Marines working with them. Itôs a sight to behold as 950  Marines 

and future Marines walk through the chow line in about 30 minutes.   Detachment 

members are then asked to share their Marine Corps histories  in fire side chats. Camp 

Clark is located in Nevada, MO. If you are interested in joining us in this enjoyable 

endeavor, contact Eddie Flores at ekflores@sbcglobal.net for additional information.  

Members are making their plans to attend St Louis during Marine Week. We look for-

ward to seeing and working with members of the League from other parts of the state.  

Preparations continue for Semper Fi Night V with the Springfield Cardinals. Informa-

tion regarding this  event can be found below.  Along with Weaponôs Company 3/24, 

the Marine Corps League is also recognized. We hope  you will join us in this special 

event that will have you standing tall and proud! 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Convention. 

Semper Fi,  

Bill Webb   

Commandant Det. 993  

SW MISSOURI DET #993-SPRINGFIELD, MO   
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D EPT 

COMMANDANT  

D AN  FERRELL 

AND  

DETACHMENT  

COMMANDANT  

BILL W EBB 

DURING  THE 

INSTALLATION  

OF OFFICERS FOR 

DET 993 

 

SEMPER FI NIGHT  V WITH THE SPRINGFIELD CARDINALS 

SWMO Detachment  993 invites you to Semper Fi Night V, scheduled for Aug 13, 2011.  
This evening is planned in conjunction with Weapons Co 3/24 Family Day. Gates open at 
1700 hours with game to start at 1805 hours. On-field Marine activities, which begin at 1720 
hours, include Weapons Co marching onto the field, a possible Marine fly-by, the Gold 
Wings sky-diving team delivering the game ball, Marines singing the National Anthem and 
throwing the first pitch.  The tickets are $6 each. Contact Matt Collier of the Cardinals, at 
417-832-3036 and just tell him you want seats around the Marines.   If you plan to attend, 
contact Det 993 for additional info at ekflores@sbcglobal.net 

2011 DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI STATE CONVENTION 

HOSTED BY THE LAKE OF THE OZARKS DETACHMENT #1137 
CAMDEN ON THE LAKE ð LAKE OF THE OZARKS   MAY 20, 21, 22 

REGISTRATION IS DUE BY MAY 13, 2011  QUESTIONS?  POC, DAN FERRELL, 573-964-6949 
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D EPARTMENT  OF M ISSOURI  PRESIDENTñL YNDA  D. H ARTWICK  
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Dear members: 
I want to thank everyone who attended the March 5th meeting and participated in the lively 
discussions. I think that we learned a lot, and found resolutions for several issues that have 
arisen. Ladies, this is the way to get things accomplished. If you have questions, donõt like 
something, or have ideas that you would like to share; the Department meetings are the place 
to do so. This year is a review year for our National by-laws. Please send any suggestions for 
changes to me and I will forward those to our Midwest Division Vice President. We canõt 
complain if we donõt participate in getting things changed. 
As the Unit reports were read at the meeting I commented on the pride, passion, and emotion that was heard in 
each Unit Presidentõs voice as she read her report, and rightfully so. The Department of Missouri Units are very 
active in a variety of areas. I encourage all members to attend the Department meeting on May 21, 2011. Of course, 
this meeting will coincide with the Department Convention. The Lake of the Ozarks Detachment is very busy preparing for this convention. 
You wonõt be disappointed by the location or hospitality. Our National President has been invited and we anticipate that she will be in atten-
dance. 
Dotty and I have met with the Tripoli Detachment (Joplin area) and are assisting them in getting an Auxiliary Unit chartered. Their league 
members are very supportive and prospective Unit members are enthused. When they get up and running, this Unit has great potential for 
giving all other Missouri Units some competition. 
If you would like a copy of the minutes, or additional information on the Department Convention, please contact me. 

 
Respectfully, 
 
Lynda D. Hartwick, President      34 Bluff Ridge Drive, 1c 
Department of Missouri        Lake Ozark, MO 65049 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary      314-365-9985 Hm     314-791-6633 Mobile 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2011 

April 8-10, 2011 Midwest Division Conference, Watertown, SD 

May 20-22, 2011 Dept of Mo Convention, Lake Ozark, MO 

June 20-26 Marine Week St Louis, MO 

Oct 28-30, 2011 Fall Midwest Conference, Lake Ozark, MO 

CENTRAL MISSOURI POUND 77 
MISSOURI PACK 

      MILITARY ORDER OF THE DEVIL DOGS 
 

 
At the December Pack Growl, PDD Scott Mayhew and DD Dave Schulte received the Pack Leaderõs Individual Meri-
torious Award for their efforts in getting a charity and their constant monitoring of the process in obtaining the exer-
cise pony for the Special Learning Center in Jefferson City. After the March Pack Growl, Dogs went to the Center to 
see the gift. It is really a great tool for the kids at the center. At our February Pound Growl, we presented PDD Greg 
Craig with our Pound Dog of the Year award. We also presented PDD Craig, DD Steve Diemler and DD Schulte with 
the Pound Keeperõs Individual Meritorious Award. We held a raffle and the winner was Bill Promberger of the Lake 
of the Ozarks. We are holding our third annual golf tourney at the Turkey Creek par three course on May 7. Anyone 
wanting to participate can contact us at the Pound. We were able to obtain a guidon for our Pound and it really looks 
great. 
 
Woof! Woof! 
Floyd Miller 



  

MODD MISSOURI PACK  
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On 5 March 2011 the Missouri Pack Devil Dogs visited the Special Learning Center in Jefferson City Missouri. 
Last year we made a donation to them to get an "Equisizer" Therapy Horse for their students. We had a chance to 
see the mechanical horse the Center named "Chesty" and we presented them with a custom-made horse blanket 
to cover him when not in use. There were 12 Devil Dogs present ,as well as some of the Department Auxiliary 
members.  

Thank you for all you do with and for the League! Take care and Semper Fi!  

PDD Scott A. Mayhew  

Sr. Vice Pack Leader  

Missouri Pack  

PACK DOG ROBBER 
MILITARY ORDER OF THE DEVIL DOGS 

PACK DOG ROBBER 
26 JODY DR, ST PETERS, MO 63376-2311 

 
ATTN: POUND KEEPER AND DOG ROBBER 
If you have not renewed your dues for the 2011 year, you may not legally attend any growls or participate in any MODD activi-
ties. Please get your renewals to me ASAP so I can get them transmitted to Kennel. 
Elections and Installation Reports are required to be completed by the middle of November. If necessary, hold two elections this 
fiscal year to get your Pound on the right schedule. (This will probably pertain to fiscal year FY 12) Passport stamp bones are to 
be collected from each member in attendance at every growl. 

IRS 990õS were to be submitted in mid- November also. When you submit your 990N, I need a copy. I will then forward a copy 
to Kennel. If your Pound has not done so, you stand to lose your nonprofit status. 
All documentation that goes to Kennel needs to go through the Pack. If necessary, I will make copies prior to forwarding. I do 
not hold anything more than two days unless something is wrong, at which time I will contact you to make the correction. 
The Annual Report of your Poundõs activities and membership will be due shortly, donõt wait until the last minute. 
Have a Happy Easter, and donõt forget our growl 21 May 11 at the Lake of the Ozarks. 

 
WOOF! WOOF! 

JANICE HARTLEY                 

PACK DOG ROBBER 


