
Greetings Marines, 

We just finished our Department Conference in Jefferson City and the Samuel F. Gearhart De-
tachment did an outstanding job of hosting this event. As you know, it takes a great deal of 
work from both the League and the Auxiliary to execute a conference such as this and this one 
was very well done. The highlight for me was the incredible Memorial Service held at the State 
Capital where we recognized 47 deceased members from the past year.  We also had the most 
motivating guest speaker I have ever seen or heard at the banquet on Saturday night. Colonel 
Tomko had 150 people ready to re-ÅÎÌÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÇÏ ×ÈÕÐ ÓÏÍÅÂÏÄÙȭÓ ÂÕÔÔȢ ) 
truly think he could motivate a coffee cup!  4.0 job for the Samuel F Gearhart Detachment. 

One of the functions of this conference was the election of your Department Officers for the 
coming year.  They are as follows: 

Commandant  Dan Ferrell Sen. Vice Teresa Terry  Jr. Vice  Martin Tootle  

Judge Advocate   Jim Brooks Adjutant             Brenda Lindstrom Paymaster  Floyd Miller  

Chaplain                      Joe McGrail Sgt at Arms         Greg Craig  3 Yr Auditor    Joe Terry 

Congratulations to all of these Marines you have chosen to work for you in the coming year. We will all do our best to 
provide you the leadership you deserve. If we are not meeting your needs, please let us know how we can better serve 
you. 

Our focus for the next twelve months will be as follows:  

RECRUITING- We must continue to focus on growing our membership. As you may have noticed with other Vet-

ÅÒÁÎȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÒÅ ÆÁÄÉÎÇ Á×ÁÙȢ 7Å ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÁÌÌÏ× ÔÈÉÓ ÔÏ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ 
League. I would ask that all our Marines look for areas which may represent an opportunity to start a new detachment. 

RETENTION- We really have to dedicate our efforts to keeping our Marines once they join the League. Too many 

times these new members will attend one or two meetings and then they are never seen again. We need to ensure they 
are made to feel welcomed and part of the team. This is where the mentoring process comes into play.  As was dis-
ÃÕÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÁÎÔȭÓ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ !,, ÄÅÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔÓ ÃÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÉÎȤ
volve themselves with. The Jr.Vice should be responsible for this program and each new member or uninvolved cur-
rent member needs to be assigned a mentor who can work to identify interests and get them involved in your Detach-
ment activities. 

We currently have 12.8% of our membership who are considered delinquent.  This number is much too high and we 
must all take an active role in bringing these members current. This will be a major focus for National, Division and 
Departments for this year! 

OFFICER DEVELOPMENT-Some of our detachments are doing a poor job of developing officers. It is very im-

portant that all the elected and appointed officers be trained and knowledgeable in their duties.  Too many times, a 
lack of training leads to issues in the conduct of meetings and officers who are not prepared to move up in the leader-
ship of the League. 
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Department Awards were presented at the Banquet and I am very pleased to let you know that the recipients were: 

Shooting Award     Terry Worth   S St Louis Det  

Americanism          Robert Reed  St Charles  

Newsletter              SW MO Detachment #993 ɂ Editor, Eddie Flores  

Dept MOY             Dan Ferrell  

Devil Dog of the Year   Scott Mayhew  

We had an excellent conference with 16 of our 18 Detachments represented and a strong level of participation. One of 
ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ×Å ÍÁÄÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȟ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÁÎÔȭÓ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÔÏ 
Friday afternoon. This gave us a more relaxed format where we could share what was working at the various detach-
ments and allowed us to learn from one another. I think we will keep this format in the future as all involved were posi-
tive about the process and outcome. 

I feel very badly about a few things that were not properly handled at the conference and I take full responsibility for 
ÔÈÅÍȢ ) ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÄÏ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÊÏÂ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ2ÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ !×ÁÒÄÓȱ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ 
These awards are very important and I should have been much more organized in giving the proper recognition. 

Also, I left a couple of important things undone.  We did not undertake any motions to give monetary support to any of 
the organizations we normally work with nor did we pass a motion to continue to provide reimbursement for travel ex-

penses for any department officers as we have in the past. We will address these issues at our 11 September Department 

Meeting. 

All things considered, I think the Department Conference was successful and almost everyone had a good time. I look 
forward to all of you coming to the Lake of the Ozarks next year for the Department Conference at the incredible 

Ȱ#!-$%. /. 4(% ,!+%ȱ 20-22 May 2011. 

Semper Fi,                     
Dan 

Reminder:   Place the Web Sergeant on your Report of 
Officer Installation (ROI) form.   Also, if there are only 
one or two changes to be sent using the ROI, you do not 
need to list every officer on the change (i.e., if only sub-
mitting the form to list your Web Sergeant, then that is 
the only name that needs to be listed - although you will 
still need the other identifying information on the form).  

Reminder:   A Transmittal is to accompany a Transfer. 

 Please check you postage when sending correspondence 
to Department officers.  I have had to pay "Postage Due" 
on four or five this past year. 

  

Semper Fi,    
Floyd Miller  
 

At the Convention, I requested that all Detach-
ments use the same Transmittal format of FYyy-

nn (where yy=year, i.e., 11; nn=transmittal num-

ber, i.e., 01)  Fiscal Year 11 starts July 1, so any 

transmittals submitted for FY11, should be in this 

format. 

 Reminder:   Quarterly rosters sent from National should 
not be used in place of the standard forms (Change of Ad-
dress on the Transmittal, Death Notice, Transfer).  Please 
do not confuse the PLM audit with normal business. 

  

Reminder:   Do not send Application for Membership, tax 
returns, etc. to Department officers.  They will just get 
placed in the circular file. 

M ESSAGE FROM  THE  COMMANDANT ð CONTINUED  

D EPARTMENT  PAYMASTER -FLOYD  M ILLER 
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I want to start by thanking all 
those in the Department who 
helped me during the past year as 
Adjutant. I look forward to serving 
as your Judge Advocate during the 
coming year. 

With this being an election year, 
we will be asked to support vari-
ous candidates and causes. I ex-
pect that many of you will answer 
the call and participate. 

When doing so, we all must be 
mindful that the Marine Corps 
League is apolitical and non-
partisan. Therefore, when partici-
pating, do not wear items of cloth-

ing that are part of our uniform with 
the name or patches of the League. We 
also should refrain from wearing other 
items which might be interpreted as 
implying that the League is in support 
of the candidate or issue. 

As has recently been addressed in a 
communication from National, we 
must not invoke the name of the Ma-
rine Corps League when participating 
in such activities. 

In August, proposed changes to the 
National By-Laws will be voted on at 
the National Convention in Greens-
boro, NC. Following that convention, 
Detachment Judge Advocates should 

plan to review their Detachment By-
Laws for compliance with those of 
National and have them updated as 
appropriate. Changes to Detachment 
By-Laws need to be forwarded to the 
Department Judge Advocate for re-
view, approval and filing. 

I look forward to 
seeing you at the 
convention in 
August. 

Semper Fi, 

Jim Brooks  
               J 

 

D EPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATEɀ JIM  BROOKS 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÐÌÁÉÎȭÓ $ÅÓËɀ Joe McGrail 
along with some of our own family 
members.  I know losing a fellow 
member or a family member is a diffi-
cult time and I ask the Lord Jesus to 
watch over and provide us with the 
guidance to continue to march.  We 
each have a special place and time 
when our Lord will call us to be with 
our Loved Ones.  I ask that each of you 
take a minute or so each day to thank 
the Lord for all that he has given us 
and that he continue to watch over all 
of us each and every day.  Bless those 
that He has taken to be with Him as it 
is never easy when He calls them to be 
with Him.  

As the summer goes on with the HOT 
weather, continue to be safe, and in 
all your travel I ask that the Lord 
watch over each and everyone to ar-
rive and return safely. 

Please keep in your prayers those 
men and women who are defending 
our great country and that on their 
return they find peace and guidance 
with any troubles that they may have. 

 

Be Safe and God Bless, 

Joe McGrail 

As we have just completed the 
State Conference, I hope that 
those who attended had a safe trip 
back.  This year, the Memorial 
Service was outstanding.  I want to 
thank all those who attended and 
especially Stan Scott  who filled in 
as Department Chaplain, as I was 
with the Honor Guard.  The Bu-
chanan Highlanders, Bagpipes and 
Drums from St Joseph, MO added 
a special touch this year and 
brought most of us to a tear. 
Thanks to Brenda Lindstrom for 
providing that contact.   

This year we have lost 45 members 
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Department of Missouri  - Quarterly Newsletter is the official publication of  The Department of Missouri, 

Marine Corps League.   The opinions and comments that appear in this newsletter are received from a variety of sources and are 

not necessarily those of the Department of Missouri, Marine Corps League. 

We welcome your suggestions and encourage submissions of stories, and events which Detachment members statewide would 

enjoy reading. We also need your photographs of Detachment events as they document what we are doing in our communities.  

Reminder that the newsletter is being emailed upon completion. Along with being emailed, the newsletter can also be found on the 

Department website: http://www.momcl.org/   The newsletter is a work in progress and we hope it allows you to be informed of 

Detachment happenings from around the State of Missouri.  

Editorð Eddie Flores  Tel: (417) 883-1895 Email:ekflores@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:ekflores@sbcglobal.net


OohRah Marines!  The Northeastern Re-
gion of the State is advancing and dodg-
ing the bullets.  As the recently appointed 
Vice Commandant, I will work with the 
Detachments in the St. Louis area to en-
ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÁÎÔȭÓ 
goals are met, including recruitment, 
retention and bringing Members-at-Large 
into a local Detachment. 
 For those of you who were privi-
leged enough to hear LtCol. T. Shane 
ɉ2ÈÉÎÏɊ 4ÏÍËÏȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ $ÅȤ
ÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ί *ÕÎÅȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ 
understand why I live and love the Corps 
every day.  The Detachments in the St. 
Louis area are much closer to the fight 
and have additional requests that are 
unique to most Detachments in the State.  
Ironically, I just got off the phone with 
1stSgt (ret.) Don Shields of the St. Louis 
Detachment #184, requesting assistance 
ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÌÌ ÏÃÃÕÒ ÔÏÍÏÒÒÏ× ɉÌÅÓÓ 
than 24-hour notice), that the 3/24     
-ÁÒÉÎÅÓ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÓÐÅÃȤ
tions and a funeral detail for a fallen Ma-

rine from Afghanistan. 
 Then again, we have the 
JeffCo Detachment, who is assisting 
the Arnold, MO VFW Post 2593 with a 
BBQ fund-raiser for Marine LCPL Todd 
Nicely, who was severely injured in 
Afghanistan and will be returning to St. 
,ÏÕÉÓ ÏÎ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ έ *ÕÌÙȢ  )ȭÌÌ 
encourage all the newly elected Com-
mandants and Auxiliary Presidents (or 
their representative) to participate in 
the Semper Fi Society of St. Louis 
(formerly the Marine Corps Coordinat-
ing Council) to support, not only H & S 
Company, 3/24, but all Marine-related 
events in the St. Louis area. 
 )Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÈÏÎÏÒ 
ÇÕÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÌÏÒ ÇÕÁÒÄȟ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÐÕÌÌ ÏÎÅ 
together.  If you need assistance with 
weapons, uniforms and/or training, let 
ÍÅ ËÎÏ×ȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȢ        
We may have separate Detachments, 
ÂÕÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÁÒÉÎÅ #ÏÒÐÓ 
League.  Any past differences between 
$ÅÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÇÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÌ 

ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ  7ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÉÔ ÂÅ 
great to have more of our members march-
ÉÎÇ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÌÏÒ ÇÕÁÒÄÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎȭÓ 
Day Parade and running behind the Marine 
#ÏÒÐÓ ,ÅÁÇÕÅ ÃÏÌÏÒÓ ÁÔ 2ÈÉÎÏȭÓ 4ÏÙÓ ÆÏÒ 
Tots Kick-Off Run than Marines from 3/24? 
(Corpsmen will be provided).   
 I will be contacting the Comman-
dants from each Detachment in the very 
ÎÅÁÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
opportunities and make an appointment to 
visit each Detachment.  
Marines take care of 
Marines-there is no 
other option!  
 

Semper Fidelis, 
 

Russ Avery 

Marines, 

Thus far this quarter has been a lot of fun.  A huge Job Well Done to Samuel F. Gearhart Detachment #656 for host-
ing the Department Convention. 

So far I have visited three detachments and it appears that things are well in hand.  I will be visiting the last detach-
ment in the region before the end of the month. For those that I missed at convention I have a new e-mail address: 
bjfletchall@yahoo.com.  Congratulations to the continuing and new department officers. 
 
I hope to see lots of familiar faces at National!!                  

Semper Fi,                         
Brenda Lindstrom 

VICE COMMANDANT, NORTHEASTERN REGION - Russ Avery 

VICE COMMANDANT, NORTHWESTERN REGION - Brenda Lindstrom 
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DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT-Brenda Lindstrom 

I appreciate the opportunity to serve as adjutant.  I ask that everyone has some pa-
ÔÉÅÎÃÅ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÆÉÌÅÓ ÅÔÃȣ ÁÒÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÁÎÄ ) ÆÉÎÄ ÍÙ ×ÁÙ ÁÒÏÕÎÄȢ  ) ÈÁÖÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÂÉÇ 
shoes to fill; Jim has done an outstanding job. 

If you have questions or need something please contact me and I will do my best to 
resolve the issue. 

Semper Fi, 

Brenda Lindstrom 

mailto:bjfletchall@yahoo.com


  

$ÅÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ Á ȰΗίΪΪ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 
their family members.  
  
This scholarship is to be paid to the school of attendance. We have reserved $2,500.00 as one time amount, subject for 
a future renewal by a vote of the membership. 
Members collected boxes of adult wipes that were sent to the Marines in Afghanistan in May. 
 
30 May ɀ Memorial Day, members participated in two Memorial Day events at the Mt. Moriah Cemetery and the 
WWI Liberty Memorial, Kansas City, Missouri. 
 

We will be coordinating with Simpson Hogget Detachment #984 and the 24th Marines, to coordinate the Missouri 
side of the Kansas City metro area pick ɀÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ4ÏÙÓ ÆÏÒ 4ÏÔȭÓȱ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 

Frank May                          
Adjutant  

K ANSAS CITY  D ETACHMENT  766ɀ KC, MO 86 MEMBERS 

St Charles County Detachment 725 -  ST PETERS, MO  131 MEMBERS 

as the  National Vice Commandant, 
Midwest Division. Wendell will take 
the oath of office at the National 
Convention in August. 

   Our Marines and Auxiliary partici-
pated in several Memorial Day Cere-
monies throughout St Charles 
County, representing our Detach-
ment, as well as local VFW, VVA, 
and American Legion Posts.    

   The Dept of MO convention 
was fun as well! I always love 
spending time with fellow Marines 
in our Department. Congratulations 
to Terry Worth, S. St. Louis Detach-
ment, on winning the Shooting 
match this year! Our Paymaster, 
Bob Reed, was presented the Dept 
Americanism Award.  

I hope to see you all at the next 
Dept meeting. 

Steve Stuckmeyer 

Commandant 

Marines, 

   It has been a busy last few months 
ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ $ÅÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔȦ 7ÅȭÖÅ ÈÁÄ 
ÔÈÒÅÅ &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ ""1ȭÓ ÓÉÎÃÅ !ÐÒÉÌȟ 
which is always fun and includes 
great camaraderie. However, the last 
one on June 6th, was a little toasty 
ɉ!ÎÙ ȬÃÌÉÍÅȟ ÁÎÙ ÐÌÁÃÅɊȢ 7Å ÈÁÄ ÏÕÒ 
Detachment/Auxiliary Officer Instal-
lation and dinner April 7th. I look 
forward to working with our newly 
elected Officers and Detachment. 

   Our Detachment hosted the Mid-
west Spring Conference April 16-18. 
Starting last year in conflict, our Ma-
rines and Auxiliary banded together 
and we hosted a wonderful Confer-
ence. I think the highlight was hav-
ing National Commandant James 
Laskey as our guest speaker. What 
an awesome Marine!  

Through our efforts, our Detach-
ment was awarded the National 
Meritorious Unit Commendation! 
Oorah!! Past Dept of MO Cmdt 
Wendell Webb was also nominated 
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Det  725 Commandant    
Steven  Stuckmeyer and his 
wife Terri Stuckmeyer, 
President of the St Charles 
County Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary, enjoying 
dinner at the 2010 Dept 
Conference Banquet. 



The Pvt. George Phillips Detachment 
#1214 continues to grow and actively 
participate in the community. On 
June 5, the Detachment provided a 
Color Guard for the annual VA Fish-
ing Derby at Bush Wildlife for veter-
ans from VAMC St. Louis. On Sun-
day we provided our Dunking Tank 
to the Elks for their 10th Annual Car 
Show. 
 In July, the detachment will 
commemorate the 84th birthday of 
Pvt. George Phillips at Labadie, Mo. 
This is a yearly event, not only to 
ÃÏÍÍÅÍÏÒÁÔÅ 0ÖÔȢ 0ÈÉÌÌÉÐÓȭ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ 
but to also remember the deceased 

members of our Detachment. 
 Currently the Marine Corps 
League does not have a plan where 
you can become a paid life member 
over a period of time. To assist our 
members, our detachment has de-
vised a way for its members to do 
just that.  
 Along with paying their an-
nual dues, members make payments 
until such time the full amount of 
their life membership is received. 
Then, the detachment sends a check, 
in the amount of their life Member-
ship to National.  
 

We will keep you advised on how this 
new attempt to help future Life Mem-
bers is working. 
 
Respectively, 
 
John Bickerton 
Commandant 

Members of the JEFFCO Detachment 707 proudly display their new portable cooking grill.  The grill was a gift from a 

Korean War Veteran who was impressed with the work of the Marines in this Detachment.    

 3ÉÎÃÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÒÅ-activation in 2006, the JEFFCO Detachment holds two to three fundraising events with the pro-

ÃÅÅÄÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ)ÎÊÕÒÅÄ -ÁÒÉÎÅ 3ÅÍÐÅÒ &É &ÕÎÄȱȢ  4Ï ÄÁÔÅȟ Á ÔÏÔÁÌ ÏÆ ΗαȟίΪΪ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÏÎÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎÄ ÁÎÄ 

our work continues.             

 The Detachment policy is to support all injured Marines and their families, and assist local veteran needs in 

our community of Arnold, Missouri and Jefferson County.   

Rich Ferrario                    

Commandant  

PVT. GEORGE PHILLIPS  D ETACHMENT  #1214 ɀBALWIN , MO 173 MEMBERS 

JEFFCO DETACHMENT #707ɀ ARNOLD,MO 63 MEMBERS 
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